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face to face—brown shirts against starched collars, Storm Troops
against Stahlhelm and Reichswehr, Hitler against Hindenburg,
and the gloating spectre of Communism waiting to watch them
tear each other to pieces., and as deep is said to call to deep they
heard in that silence revolution calling to revolution.
The first business was the election of the Speaker and three
Deputy-Speakers. Goering was re-elected to the chair and the
Vice-Presidents were a Nationalist., a Centrist., and a Bavarian.
The corridors of the Reichstag were full of bustle and excite-
ment; party executives held meetings; emissaries came and went;
joint committees sat; a communique stated that the National
Socialists and Centrists had begun negotiations to obtain "a long-
term settlement and pacification of political conditions." The
secret was out; Centrists and National Socialists were going to
make a bid for a parliamentary cabinet. With an original con-
ception of the duties of the Speaker,, Goering constituted himself
the head of a new sort of "national" opposition. He obtained
from the Reichstag the authorization to ask the President to
grant him and the Deputy-Speakers an audience. Hindenburg,
who was at Neudeck, pleaded that he was having a holiday, but
agreed to receive the Speaker when he returned to the capital;
finally, after some argument, the audience was fixed for September 9.
Meantime, while parliament was enjoying the usual brief recess
before beginning its labours on September 12, the intrigues
multiplied. The Centrists were in their element. Never had their
party executive worked so hard and in Goering, now quite con-
vinced that he was conducting the intrigue of the day, they found
an enthusiastic collaborator. Dangerous personal issues put
aside, they put forth a statement that agreement had been reached
on a programme for which there was a parliamentary majority,
Further than that they would not go. It was no secret that Goering,
undeterred by the Leader's declaration that "none of my men will
without my permission enter into any cabinet of which I am not
the head," confidently expected to be chancellor of a Centrist-
National Socialist cabinet; it is remarkable how little attention
was ever paid to the Leader's statements by his lieutenants. The
Centrists had other views and the Leader himself was content to

